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Fermi Estimates I	


The physicist Enrico Fermi enjoyed posing questions like these to his students and colleagues.


Answer the following three questions, making the best possible estimate for the situation. In each case your answer will be a combination of several quantities. Be sure to specify on what assumptions you have based your calculations, and why you have chosen a particular answer.


l.	How long would it take you to eat your weight in food:


2.5 days or 2.5 weeks or 2.5 months?


2.	How many hot dogs do you think are sold in a baseball season at Fenway Park:


250,000 or 25,000 or 2,500,000?


3.	How many times does a person’s heart beat in a lifetime:


20,000,000 or 20,000,000,000 or 2,000,000,000
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