Two Pounds To Go	


A shopkeeper was distressed to find out that his balance scale were slightly bent and would not show accurate weight. One arm of the scale was longer than the other. Fortunately, he had a supply of goods that he had packaged earlier and he would be able to sell those until the new scales arrived the following morning.
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Just before closing, a new customer walked into the store and asked for two pounds of nuts. The shopkeeper was disappointed to discover that he had already run out of the prepackaged nuts.�“Not to worry,” he said, “I’ll take a one-pound weight and put it on the right side of the balance scale, and balance it on the left side with nuts, then I’ll put the same weight on the left side and put more nuts in another package on the right side until they balance the weight. I’ll give you both packages for the price of two pounds.”�The customer was skeptical, “How do I know you won’t weigh it in your favor — you know which side of the balance pulls down and I don’t.”�“It does not matter! You get more than two pounds no matter how I do it. I would rather take a small loss than not make a sale!”


Would you advise the customer to accept the deal? Explain how you reached your conclusion. Can you guess how the shopkeeper reached his conclusion?
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