Pen Pals	


Michael’s teacher has assigned him a pen pal from New Zealand. Here is the letter he wrote, introducing himself to his new friend: 


Dear Pen Pal,


	Hello! How are you? My name is Michael and I am nearly 13 years old. I live in Boston, Massachusetts with my family. I will send you a picture in my next letter, but right now I will just describe myself. I am about five feet tall and 100 pounds. I have black hair and brown eyes. I have an older brother and a younger sister. We visit my grandparents often. They live in New York, which is about 200 miles away from Boston.


	My school is close to my house. It’s less than a mile away. My favorite class is gym. I love to play basketball. When gym is over, I feel like I have to drink a gallon of water before I go back to class! My teacher only lets us get a quick drink, though. 


	Boston is a nice place to live. It is a city in Massachusetts. There’s lots to do here. Last summer, for example, my family and I drove to Mt. Greylock, which is the highest point in Massachusetts, measuring 3,491 feet! In the summer, it is usually around 80 degrees. But, in the winter, it gets so cold. It may read 20 degrees on the thermometer, but it feels like below zero with the wind! 


Well, it was nice writing to you. It’s nearly 1:00 and that’s when we eat lunch. 


Sincerely,


Michael


1.	a.	Michael’s pen pal may not understand the measurements in this letter. For example, how could you express 200 miles using the metric system?








b.	What are some other changes that Michael should make to his letter before he sends it to New Zealand? Write the changes above the words or numbers in the letter.


Two weeks later, Michael receives a letter from his pen pal. It reads:





Dear Michael,


	My name is Peter and I am 12 years old. I live in a city called Auckland. Auckland is in the north part of New Zealand. I am 1.6 meters high and weigh about 50 kilograms. I have two younger sisters. 


	Our teacher asked us to look up facts on Boston, so that we could compare our two cities. Auckland used to be the capital of New Zealand, but the capital changed to Wellington in the 1800s. My grandparents live in Wellington, which is about 450 kilometers away. Auckland is still the biggest city in New Zealand.One thing that is different about our two cities is when you have your seasons. In Auckland, summer is from December to February, fall is from March to May, winter is from June to August, and spring is fromSeptember to November. Right now it is spring. It is about 15 degrees here today. In the winter, it can get as cold as 13 degrees, but in the summer, it warms up to around 24 degrees.


	


�
The most exciting thing is happening in Auckland next April. We are hosting the World Cup for soccer. I can’t wait. Soccer is one of my favorite sports. It is the perfect weather for soccer in April, around 20 degrees. My dad is going to try to get tickets. We’re lucky because we only live about 10 kilometers from the stadium. 


My train is at 14:30—I’ve got to run! 





Sincerely, 


Peter





2.	Help Michael make the necessary changes to Peter’s letter so that he can understand it better. Again, write the changes above the words or numbers in the letter.





3.	Do you notice a difference in the way time is expressed in these two letters? Describe why both times are correctly expressed.























4.	Write a letter back to Peter from you. Include facts about yourself, your family, and where you live. Remember, Peter will understand the letter best if you use the metric system!
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