People and Places	


The chart below shows the area and the population of the United States for each decade from 1790 to 1990.


1.	Plot the population as a function of time. What are the dramatic features of this graph and how might they be accounted for?


2.	Plot the Gross Area of the country as a function of time. What are the dramatic features of this graph and how might they be accounted for?


3.	Plot the population density as a function of time. What are the dramatic features of this graph and how might they be accounted for?


4.	Plot the rate of increase of population as a function of time. What are the dramatic features of this graph and how might they be accounted for?





Census date		Area (square miles)		Population


		Gross	Land	Water	


1990 (Apr. 1)	3,787,425	3,536,342	251,083	248,709,873	


1980 (Apr. 1)	3,618,770	3,539,289	79,481	226,542,203	


1970 (Apr. 1)	3,618,770	3,536,855	81,915	203,302,031	


1960 (Apr. 1)	3,618,770	3,540,911	77,859	179,323,175	


1950 (Apr. 1)	3,618,770	3,552,206	66,564	151,325,798	


1940 (Apr. 1)	3,618,770	3,554,608	64,162	132,164,569	


1930 (Apr. 1)	3,618,770	3,551,608	67,162	123,202,624	


1920 (Jan. 1)	3,618,770	3,546,931	71,839	106,021,537	


1910 (Apr. 15)	3,618,770	3,547,045	71,725	92,228,496	


1900 (June 1)	3,618,770	3,547,314	71,456	76,212,168	


1890 (June 1)	3,612,299	3,540,705	71,594	62,979,766	


1880 (June 1)	3,612,299	3,540,705	71,594	50,189,209	


1870 (June 1)	3,612,299	3,540,705	71,594	38,558,371	


1860 (June 1)	3,021,295	2,969,640	51,655	31,443,321	


1850 (June 1)	2,991,655	2,940,042	51,613	23,191,876	


1840 (June 1)	1,792,552	1,749,462	43,090	17,069,453	


1830 (June 1)	1,792,552	1,749,462	43,090	12,866,020	


1820 (June 1)	1,792,552	1,749,462	43,090	9,638,453	


1810 (Aug. 6)	1,722,685	1,681,828	40,857	7,239,881	


1800 (Aug. 4)	891,364	864,746	26,618	5,308,483	


1790 (Aug. 2)	891,364	864,746	26,618	3,929,214	


NOTE: Revised figure of 39,818,449 for the 1870 population includes adjustments for undernumeration in the Southern states. On the basis of the revised figure, the population increased by 8,375,128, or 26.6 percent between 1860 and 1870, and by 10,370,760, or 26.1 percent between 1870 and 1880.�


Source: Bureau of the Census
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�The World Almanac and Book of Facts, (Pharos Books, 1990), Microsoft Bookshelf 1992, s.v. “U.S. Area and Population: 1790 to 1990.”








