Short Pappus	T037 sample solution


Solution:


The point of this problem is to have the student come up with a reasonable conjecture about the shortest straight line segment. Proving the conjecture may well be too difficult.


A little bit of experimenting may lead to the following conjecture:
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If P'Q' is the shortest straight line segment between the two lines and if OQ is perpendicular to P'Q' then the length of PP' is equal to the length of QQ'.
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