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Cost Of Living	


Your neighborhood newspaper wants to print a report comparing the cultural life of a sample family in Chicago and a sample family in Hong Kong. As one of the team of reporters working on the project you were assigned to produce the graphics comparing monthly expenses of the two families. These are the data the editor handed to you:


Spending Category�
Amount in Hong Kong Dollars (HK$�)�
�
Spending Category�
Amount in U.S. Dollars�($)�
�
Rent�
1,600�
�
Rent�
600�
�
Food�
2,080�
�
Food�
336�
�
Education�
1,040�
�
Education�
162�
�
Transportation (Commute)�
818�
�
Transportation (Commute)�
188�
�
Clothes�
760�
�
Clothes�
249�
�
Taxes�
961�
�
Taxes�
750�
�
Other�
741�
�
Other�
215�
�
Total�
8,000�
�
Total�
2,500�
�
	The Hong Kong Family	The Chicago Family


Your job is to select an appropriate graphical form for presenting these data. You will need to sketch a prototype, so the art department can complete the picture and embellish it with interesting scenery. You will also need to explain your selection to the editor before the charts are sent to the artists.


1.	What suggestions would you make? Sketch two possible (different) charts incorporating all the data. Explain why you would prefer one over the other.


2.	Can you determine which family spends more on housing? If not, what information not provided in the table would help you decide? Explain your reasoning.





�The U.S. dollar is worth several Hong Kong dollars on the international exchange.  The exact exchange rate varies, but as of July 1994, one U.S. dollar was worth between 7 and 8 Hong Kong dollars.
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