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The significant aspects of this graph which should be mentioned in any narrative are that for some period following time zero there is no activity, then there is rapid increase with one short period of decrease, followed by a long steady-state and then a relatively quick decline to zero.

Examples of y-axis quantities that students have provided are number of dinosaurs over centuries, number of dollars in a bank account over months, and government spending on education over years.

It is important that the time units are clearly marked on the x-axis, and that they are compatible with the chosen dependent variable.

	
	partial level (1 – 2)
	full level (3)

	Modeling/
Formulating

(weight: 0)
	
	

	Transforming/
Manipulating

(weight: 0)
	
	

	Inferring/
Drawing Conclusions

(weight:2)
	Select a reasonable situation represented by the given function, and choose an appropriate unit for the horizontal axis.
	Additionally, develop a scenario that fully accounts for all the graph’s features.

	Communicating

(weight:2)
	Label both axis clearly, both as to content

and quantity.
	Additionally, provide a complete explanation that  treats all aspects of the changes in the graph.
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