People and Places	T006 sample solution


Solution:


Here is a plot of the population of the country as a function of time. You might suggest to students that could be approximated by an exponential function, and ask them to find such a function.





�


�
Here is a plot of the annual rate of change of the United States population as a function of time. The depression years, visible in the graph above as a region whose slope is lower than that of its surrounding regions, is clearly discernible here as a drop in population increase. Note also that the post-World War II "baby boom" is also clearly visible.


�


Your students should be able to explain why strictly speaking this graph should consist of a set of disconnected horizontal segments. Ask them to refer to a history text to explain the reasons for the increases in area between 1800 and 1810, 1810 and 1820, 1840 and 1850, 1850 and 1 860, 1860 and 1870, and 1980 and 1990.


�





Ask your students to discuss whether this graph contains any new information not already implied by the preceding ones.


�
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